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The Most Neglected Components 
within our Unforced 

Rhythms of Grace are 

SOLITUDE 
and 

SACRED SILENCE
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SOLITUDE and SACRED SILENCE

“Isolation is putting yourself in 
a cage. Solitude is putting 
your distractions in a cage”
                       Gary Oliver
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SACRED SILENCE

Elijah listened for the still, 
small voice of God…
It came in ”the sound of sheer 
silence” 
  - I Kings 19:12
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SOLITUDE and SACRED SILENCE
Scripture says that silence can be a demonstration 
of my steadied faith… an obedience to God’s 
repeated exhortations to…
      Be Still…
              To Listen…
                      To wait…
And a resolved trust in my Redeemer to show up 
and move and act and deliver…
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• Approval strokes a deep need 
within our soul – a false affirmation 
of what we so deeply need.
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• Approval strokes a deep need 
within our soul – a false affirmation 
of what we so deeply need.

• We keep a barrier around ourselves 
so that no one can get in

• Because we are approval sucks - 
Antagonists are being allowed to 
set the agenda for our Churches.
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• We fear those with power, money, 
authority, respect. We would rather 
bow to their agenda – rather than 
the agenda of the Lord Jesus. 
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• We fear those with power, money, 
authority, respect. We would rather 
bow to their agenda – rather than 
the agenda of the Lord Jesus. 

• Nehemiah 3:5-6
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The next section was repaired by the men 
of Tekoa, but their nobles would not put 
their shoulders to the work under their 
supervisors. 6 The Jeshanah Gate was 
repaired by Joiada son of Paseah and 
Meshullam son of Besodeiah. They laid its 
beams and put its doors with their bolts 
and bars in place.   
                 Nehemiah 3:5-6
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• Many have defined success by 
size, numbers, likes, books sold, 
social media followers.
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• Many have defined success by 
size, numbers, likes, books sold, 
social media followers.

• Sadly, many are happy to hear 
stories of ministry failure.
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• There is a reluctance to confess 
humiliating sins.
Temper, Greed, Pride, Jealousy, 
and Lust are commonly confessed.
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• There is a reluctance to confess 
humiliating sins.
Temper, Greed, Pride, Jealousy, 
and Lust are commonly confessed.

• Envy is a humiliating sin to confess. 
Slander and Gossip are rooted in 
envy.
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The Danger of 
Frontstage 
Obsession
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Why and How
First Impressions

Shallow Assumptions
Front Stage Impressions

Are Hurting the Church
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The Problem

We make massive Assumptions 
about the Backstage solely 
based on the Front Stage

And these Assumptions 

Hurt the Church
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10
 “Give ear to my words, O LORD; consider my 
groaning” (Psalm 5:1)

“O LORD, rebuke me not in your anger … Your 
arrows have sunk into me, and your hand has 
5come down on me” (Psalm 38:1–2)

 raw, gut-wrenching, unfiltered, unprotected, 
u1nguarded, exposed emotion. 

5

1
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When Character equals or 
exceeds Gifting = Thrive !!
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Gifting = FRONT STAGE

Hide, Pose, Pretend, 
Maturity Gap
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10
 “Give ear to my words, O LORD; consider my 
groaning” (Psalm 5:1)
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Gifting = FRONT STAGE

Address (Close 
Maturity Gap) with 
Relationships

Maturity Gap
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Isn't it unfair that a higher 
level of giftedness would 
naturally lead to a larger 

Maturity Gap Index? 
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Giftedness = Opportunity, 
Applause, Adoration

Which can lead to a decrease 
in Maturity / Character
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Giftedness = People turn a
 Blind Eye to deficient
 issues of Maturity and

 Character. 

Which can lead to a decrease in 
Maturity / Character
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Giftedness = Often leads to an 
Absence of Truth Tellers

Which can lead to a decrease 
in Maturity / Character



BackStage 
A Soul 

Care Event
Aug. 24, 2023

Strengthening the Church by Serving Pastors

Far too many Leaders with 
a large Maturity Gap Index =

 Hide or Abuse

Most hide by not allowing anyone 
backstage in their life. 
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My Personal Story

 Kent Hughes
 and the 

Maturity Gap Index
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Understand and Practice the

 Six Key 
Relationships

 Every Person Needs

Unforced Rhythms of Grace
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The Six Key Relationships

Professional
Development

Personal 
Development
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The Six Key Relationships

Boss Coach
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Development

Personal 
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The Six Key Relationships

Boss

Counselor
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Coach
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Professional
Development

Personal 
Development
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The Six Key Relationships

Boss

Counselor

Mentor

Friend

Coach

Trainer

Professional
Development

Personal 
Development
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Living Relationally

Is Accountability 
the Answer?
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Accountability saves us 
       from stupid choices
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Accountability saves us 
       from stupid choices

   Relational Intimacy   
           saves us from     
   Devastating Decisions
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Dodd Family
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We are a part of God’s Family
By Blood

By Marriage
By Adoption
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https://pastorserve.org/network


